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mature life, showed a hatred for England which was almost a
mania* Many of the leaders of the Sinn Fein rising in 1916
were of English origin, while the more extreme of their
successors, those who seceded from the Free State to the
Irregular or Republican section of Sinn Fein, were almost
all English in origin or English in themselves. The irre-
concilable enemies of England in Ireland have rarely had
Irish blood. The Parnells had no Irish blood at all* Their
pedigree shows no record of intermarriage with the " native '*
or Firbolgian Irish* They married, as did most of their
class, within the ranks of the Anglo-Irish or among their
kinstqen in England* The Anglo-Irish, in short, formed a
compact and distinct group in Ireland, as easily distinguish-
able in feature and fortune and behaviour from the " Irish **
Irish as a Provencal is from an Alsatian*
It has been said, but without warrant, that the " Irish/*
whatever that expression may mean, have always absorbed
their conquerors, but the assertion is false so far as the Anglo-
Irish are concerned* Differences of class, of religion, of
social habit, of culture, and of condition made any such
absorption difficult, if not actually impossible* There is
always intermarriage to some extent, even in countries where
the differences cited are increased by the difference of colour,
but there was far less intermarriage in Ireland than is
commonly and sentimentally believed* The Anglo-Irish
invariably married among the Anglo-Irish; the Celtic Irish
invariably married among the Celtic Irish; and so it happened
that two groups of people grew up in Ireland who were
definitely divisible from each other in nearly every respect,
The Parnells had married among the Howards (the family
name of the Earls of Wicklow), and the Brookes (the Irish
branch of an old Cheshire family), and the Wards of County
Down, and the Whitsheds, none of whom was Irish in any
sense pleasing to a devout member of the Gaelic League.
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